There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
Lyricist: Frederick William Faber (1814-1863) | Composer: Steve Jones

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea;
There’s a kindness in His justice which is more than liberty.
There is welcome for the sinner and more graces for the good;
There is mercy with the Savior, there is healing in His blood.

For the love of God is broader than the measure of man’s mind,
And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.

If our love were but more simple we should take Him at His word,

And our lives would be all sunshine in the sweetness of our Lord.

There is kindness, love, and mercy in the sweetness of our Lord.

About the Choir's Hymns Today:

Reverend Frederick W. Faber came from a Huguenot and Calvinist family
background. He grew up in the Church of England, attended Balliol College at
Oxford, and was ordained in the Church of England. He later joined the Roman
Catholic Church. Faber believed that Catholics should sing hymns like those
written by John Newton (Amazing Grace), Charles Wesley (A Charge to Keep |
Have), and William Cowper (There is a Fountain Filled with Blood). Taking
inspiration from these great hymnwriters, he wrote at least 150 hymn texts. “Faith
of Our Fathers” was long considered his most popular work, but “There’s a
Wideness in God’s Mercy” has arguably eclipsed it. | grew up singing this hymn to
the tune, WELLESLEY by Lizzie S. Tourjée (1858-1913), but you might know it with
the tune IN BABILONE (Dutch melody). The tune of today’s anthem was newly
published in 1998. | have been unable to determine which Steve Jones composed
this tune as several come up when searching.

Barbara Boertje (b. 1959) wrote and composed today’s introit, “How Very
Good and Pleasant.” She self-published it in 1997, just after “Go into All the World”
(1995) and “I Will Give You Rest” (1996). Today'’s introit is Boertje’'s most popular
Psalm setting, included in at least four hymnals. Her more recent publication “We
Celebrate the Unity of the Spirit” (2009) has been translated into both Spanish and
German for inclusion in a multilingual hymnal. Ms. Boertje is the Minister of Music
at First Reformed Church in Grandville, Michigan where she has served since
1989. She has composed and arranged choral, handbell, piano, and instrumental
music throughout her career. Barbara is an alumna of Central College in Pella,
lowa (BA, Keyboard Performance) and Westminster Choir College (MM, Church
Music). Prior to her music ministry career, she was a missionary to Japan for
eighteen months. Her composition instructor and mentor is Mark Hayes. See #398
in the hymnal for the lyrics.

The postlude text can be found at #765 in our hymnal. A direct translation
of the Spanish verse follows: God of hope, grant us joy and peace! To the world in
crisis, speak Your truth. God of justice, send us Your light — light and hope in the
darkness. We pray for peace; we sing of Your love. We work for peace, faithful to
You, Lord.

If you enter the hospital, your church will have no way of knowing
unless you notify us. Please let us know of your hospital stay so that
we may respond with pastoral care.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today Please greet your neighbors and pass the Fellowship Pad
Monday August 17 CE Committee 4:30pm
Tuesday August 18 Morning Bible Study 10:30am
Tuesday August 18 Ladies Dinner 5pm
Wednesday August 19 Youth 6pm
Thursday August 20 Choir 4:30pm
Saturday August 22 Sat. Lunch Ministry
Saturday August 22 Presbytery Day of Service

Our Tuesday Morning Bible Study will begin at 10:30am in the Westminster
room. We will continue our study of Mark.
Save the Date for our annual Church Picnic. It will be held at Angler’s
Park on Sunday October 11th from 4 — 8 pm. More info to follow.
If you are interested in Presbytery Day of Service & Learning, August
22. Please visit their website https://www.peakspresbytery.org.
SERVING TODAY

Minister of Discipleship Jackson Weller

Music Director Ashley Stanley Robey
Video/Sound Alex Walthall
Liturgist Brenna Takata
Greeter Kim Wimer

Side door/Offering Kent Shelton
Counters Beale/Moore

List of Session members

Class of 2026: Ava Barrett, Barry Cutright, Gail Jones, Kim Wimer

Class of 2027: Harriet Beale, Pat Pinckney, Joan Reynolds, Kent Shelton

Class of 2028: Eddie Blount, Jr., Sam Meadema, Jackie Rockford, Alex Walthall
Trustees: Bob Newnam, Ray Beale, Gary Wimer

2026 Budget Update
July 2026 FY 2026
Revenue $21,063.75 $238,732.69
Expenditures $50,637.29 $264,865.34
Difference (- $29,573.54) (- $26,132.65)

A Warm Welcome

We would love to have you join our church family. If you are moved to do
by the Lord, please talk to one of the elders or our pastor.

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.
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A Service for the Worship of God
GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD

Please greet your neighbors and pass the Fellowship Pad to them.

CHIMING OF THE HOUR
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHORAL INTROIT "How Very Good and Pleasant" (Psalm 133)
by Barbara Boertje
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 67)
Leader: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to
shine upon us, that your way may be known upon earth, your saving
power among all nations.
People: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise
you.
Leader: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the
peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth.
People: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise
you.
Leader: The earth has yielded its increase; God has blessed us.
People: May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth
revere him.
*HYMN#624 I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art
INVOCATION
Loving Father, we come before You today in reverence and awe. May
your presence be tangible in our worship. Let every song we sing and
every word we speak bring glory to Your name. Fill our hearts with
Your love and joy as we enter into Your courts with thanksgiving.
May this service be a reflection of our deep love for You. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Romans 11, Isaiah 56)

Merciful God, your world cries out. The fruits of our disobedience
are harming your creation. You tasked us to be good stewards of
your creation and we have fallen short. You challenged us to love
God and love our neighbor, and we have failed to show that love.
You promise to bring all people joyfully together in a house of
prayer on your holy mountain. We find ways to stay apart. Bring us
together, O Lord. Empower us with a spirit of love for you and love
for all our neighbors. Help us live lives of service to you so that all
your children will know your peace. Forgive us when we fall short
and continue to transform your world, leading us to your promised
kingdom. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Romans 11:29)

Paul writes: “I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means!
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.” God has shown
us mercy and God will be merciful to all. Hear and believe this good
news: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen.

SIGNS OF RECONCILIATION

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

Leader: Let us the children of God, having confessed our sins and
been reconciled to God, having been assured of God's graciousness
and mercy, stand and offer that same peace and reconciliation to our
brothers and sisters in Christ, forgiving each other and offering grace
and peace.

Please remain standing for the “Gloria Patri.”

*RESPONSE “Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen. Amen.

CALL FOR THE OFFERING

God has called his people together from the beginning, equipping
each of us with talent, blessing each of us with gifts, and being a part
of each of our stories. As we bring forward our offerings of time and
talents, as we give back from what we have been given, and as we
continue to share our testimony with one another, we express our
gratitude to God. Let us bring forth our offerings with thanksgiving.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Isaiah 56:7)

Holy God, you tell us that “offerings will be accepted on your altar,
for your house shall be called a house of prayer.” Thank you for all
that you have given us. Continue to guide us as we dedicate these
offerings and our lives to you. Amen.

OFFERTORY "The Love of God" by Jason W. Krug
*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here
below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
ANTHEM "There's a Wideness in God's Mercy"
Frederick W. Faber/Steve Jones

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Isaiah 56:1)

“Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice and do what is right, for soon
my salvation will come and my deliverance be revealed.” Let us pray.
God of every time and place, may your Spirit move among us so that
the words we hear and the words we speak will be to your glory, will
lead towards justice, and will reveal to us your salvation and
deliverance. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

LECTIONARY SCRIPTURES

(36/35) Genesis 45:1-15

(843/802) Romans 11:1-2,29-32

(729/693) Matthew 15:10-28
SERMON “The God Who Works Through It All”

Jackson Weller

*HYMN#8 Eternal Father, Strong to Save
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Heidelberg Catechism Q&A1

Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death?

A. That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in
death—to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all
my sins with his precious blood and has set me free from the
tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that not
a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in
heaven; in fact, all things must work together for my salvation.
Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of
eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from
now on to live for him.

POSTLUDE "May the God of Hope Go with Us" (Canto de
esperanza/Song of Hope) Alvin Schutmaat/Argentine folk melody

*BENEDICTION

*Please stand if able.

*Hymn lyrics projected on the screen can be found in the
“Glory to God” hymnal in the pew.

Seumen Netes:




