
Our lebration” 
By Catherine F. Payn and William A. Payn (b. 1946) 

 
God is with us: let us join in celebration, 

Telling of His love in hearts that sing and bells that ring. 
 

God is with us; let us join with all creation, 
Spreading forth the joyful news to all that Christ is King. 

 
Alleluia, ring alleluia! Ring peals of joy, allelu! 

Alleluia, sing alleluia! Sing endless praise, allelu! 
 

So if this song within your heart in joy is ringing, 
Filling ev’ry corner of your life with boundless love, 
Give it voice! To others hope and courage bringing, 
Sharing with your song all the love of God above. 

 
About Today’s Anthem:   
Dr. William A. Payn was born and raised in Ashtabula, Ohio.  He is an 
alumnus of Westminster Choir College in Princeton, New Jersey.  After 
college, William attended graduate school at West Virginia University where 
he earned both an MM and DMA.  Dr. Payn is currently Professor of Music 
and director of choral studies at Bucknell University in Lewisburg, 
Pennsylvania.  He directs both the Rooke Chapel Choir and Rooke Chapel 
Ringers at Bucknell.  He received the Distinguished Alumni Award from 
Westminster Choir College for his contributions to handbell literature.  In 
addition to Dr. Payn’s accomplishments as a professor, he also directs the 
Susquehanna Valley Chorale and Orchestra. 
 
With more than thirty original handbell compositions to his credit, Dr. Payn’s 
major contribution to the handbell world has been to write quality music that 
raises the standard and expectations for handbell choirs.  He enjoys bridging 
the divide between handbells and other types of music, including a piece for 
handbells and orchestra, “Heart Melodies,” which was premiered by the 
Phoenix Symphony Orchestra in 2002.  Today’s anthem is in a similar vein 
because it joins the handbell choir with a traditional vocal choir.   
 
Dr. Payn wrote an extended introduction for handbells to prepare for the 
singers’ strong entrance, followed by a soft section with an arpeggiated 
chordal accompaniment from the treble clef handbells.  A static key change, 
or sudden direct modulation, introduces the celebratory alleluia section.  
Afterwards, both handbells and singers relax into the original key, melody, 
and accompaniment.  Finally, a dramatic flourish is achieved by increasing 
the volume and decreasing the tempo.  At the very end, the handbell choir 
repeats their initial fanfare at maximum volume.  (I have given the ringers 
permission to ring “as loudly as possible” at the end of this piece!)  I chose 
this anthem as a final celebration of Eastertide, and a look ahead to our 
200th church anniversary celebration later this year. 
 
 

If you enter the hospital, your church will have no way of knowing  

unless you notify us.  Please let us know of your hospital stay so that we may 

respond with pastoral care. 

 

                          ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                  

Today   Please greet your neighbors and pass the Fellowship Pad  

Monday October 19        Noon Men’s Lunch  & Bible Study    

Tuesday October 20 Morning Bible Study 10:30am 

Tuesday October 20 Handbells 5pm 

Tuesday October 20 Ladies Dinner 6pm 

Wednesday October 21 Wednesday Night Dinner 6pm  

Thursday October 22 Choir 4:30pm 

Saturday October 24 Sat. Lunch Ministry 

+Wednesday Night Supper will be October 21st. The menu will be baked spaghetti, 

a salad, a delicious dessert, and coffee/tea. Team 2 is in charge. Please use the 

reservation form in the bulletin or call the office by noon Tuesday if you plan to 

attend. The program will come from the finance committee. 

+Kirkin’ of the Tartans! Reformation Sunday October 25th we will have special 

music during worship and lunch after our worship service! This will be a catered 

lunch in Overbey hall. Mark your calendar today for our 200th church anniversary 

& Reformation Service. 

+Church Members are asked to bring gently used clean blankets, sheets and towels 

to give away to our Saturday Lunch guests on November 7th. You can bring them to 

the parlor where they will be sorted. Thanks for your help! 

+We will honor our new members and 5 years of service for Ashley Stanley-Robey 

Sunday November 1st immediately following the worship service with refreshments 

in the Dunglinson-Roberts Hall. Everyone is invited to attend. 

                                            SERVING TODAY 
Minister of Discipleship Jackson Weller     

Music Director   Ashley Stanley-Robey 

Video/Sound    Alex Walthall 

Liturgist    Bernadine Hayes 

Greeter    Harriet Beale 

Side door/Offering   Jackie Rochford 

Counters    Reynolds/Ramey 

List of Session members  
Class of 2026: Ava Barrett, Barry Cutright, Gail Jones, Kim Wimer   

Class of 2027: Harriet Beale, Pat Pinckney, Joan Reynolds, Kent Shelton 

Class of 2028: Eddie Blount, Jr., Kathy Dolianitis, Jackie Rochford, Alex Walthall 

Trustees: Bob Newnam, Ray Beale, Gary Wimer 

                                        2026 Budget Update 

    September 2026            FY 2026 

Revenue                     $74,436.78              $347,947.12 

Expenditures             $62,727.24              $375,131.27 

Difference                  $11,709.54          (- $  27,184.15) 

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE COLUMNS 

OF THE 
  

First Presbyterian Church 
  

Danville, Virginia 

October 18, 2026  

      21st Sunday after Pentecost 

                 Welcome 

  
This church opens wide its doors and offers 

welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

  

 Celebrating 199 years of Knowing Christ and 

Making Him Known 
  

 

 

 

 

  

  
First Presbyterian Church 

937 Main Street, Danville, VA  24541-1809—434-792-7822  

 E-Mail: admin@fpcdanville.com    

 Website: http://www.fpcdanville.com 
  

 

“Tremble, O Tremble” (Psalm 99) 
Lyricist: Richard Leach (b. 1953) | Composer: Alfred V. Fedak (b. 1953) 

 

Please see #57 and #304 in the hymnal for complete lyrics. 
 

About the Choir’s Hymns Today: 
 American hymn writer and poet, Richard Leach, was born in Bangor, 
Maine.  He was educated at Bowdoin College (B.A., 1974) and Princeton 
Theological Seminary (M.Div., 1978).  Reverend Leach served as a United Church 
of Christ pastor in Connecticut (1978-1999).  During his time as a pastor, he began 
writing hymns in 1987.  He joined the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) in 1999 and has published eleven collections of hymn texts.  Today’s 
anthem text (written in 2007) was set to a tune by Alfred V. Fedak several years 
later (2011).  Alfred Fedak is an organist, composer, and Minister of Music at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church on Capitol Hill in Albany, New York.  He studied 
organ performance at Montclair State University (M.M.) after studies at 
Westminster Choir College, the Eastman School of Music, and the Institute for 
European Studies in Vienna.  Mr. Fedak has published over two hundred choral 
and organ pieces, along with three anthologies.  He served on the Presbyterian 
Committee on Congregational Song that prepared our hymnal, Glory to God, 
released in 2013.  Twenty-five of Fedak’s compositions are included in our 
hymnal.  We can learn more about Alfred Fedak at his website, alfredfedak.com – 
the 2025 premiere of his piece, Requiem: For Us the Living, is featured there with a 
free recording by the Harvard University Choir. 
 

Today’s introit was composed by Sir Percy Carter Buck (1871-1947), an 
English music educator, writer, organist, and composer.  He was born and raised in 
West Ham, London where he attended Merchant Taylors’ School.  He received his 
musical education at the Guildhall School of Music and the Royal College of 
Music.  Buck’s teachers were excellent musicians, most notably Sir Charles Hubert 
Hastings Parry, 1st Baronet (1848-1918).  Parry composed “Jerusalem,” and the 
hymn tune REPTON (“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”).  Percy Buck ended up 
following in his teacher’s footsteps.  After several years as a church organist, Buck 
became director of music at Harrow School (1901-1927), Professor of Music at 
Trinity College, Dublin (1910-1920), a staff member at the Royal College of Music 
(1919-1940), and the King Edward Professor of Music at the University of London 
(1925-1937).  Percy Buck faced some hardships in life, including having most of his 
manuscripts destroyed in a World War II air raid.  Fourteen of his hymn tunes had 
already been published in 1916, today’s introit being the most well-known.  Other 
surviving compositions include piano and choral works; a string quintet; a violin 
sonata; three organ sonatas; an orchestral work, Croon; an orchestral overture, 
Coeur de Lion; a collection of nine choral pieces, Songs of the Holy Child; and the 
organ chorale prelude In Dulci Jubilo. 

 

A Warm Welcome 

We would love to have you join our church family.  If you are moved to do by the 

Lord, please talk to one of the elders or our pastor. 

 If you enter the hospital, your church will have no way of knowing  

unless you notify us.  Please let us know of your hospital stay so that we may 

respond with pastoral care. 

       
                                     OUR PARTNERS IN MISSION 
ABUKLOI SECONDARY SCHOOL (Abukloi Foundation) Rembek, South Sudan 
CHRIST FOR THE ISLAND WORLD Greensboro, NC, Indonesia 
FRAISER, IAN & STEPAHNIE (VIA) Springdale, AR 
PARTNER IN MISSION (FRONTIER FELLOWSHIP) Indonesia & Central Asia 
LEE, MATTHEW & TERESA ((Wycliffe Bible Translators) Dallas, TX 
PERROW, WILLIAM & WANDA (Open Arms Foundation) Medellin, Colombia 
PARTNER IN MISSION (Paraclete Mission Group) US West Coast 
SYDNOR, PAUL & REINHILD (TeachBeyond) Paris, France 
WEHMEYER, DONALD & MARTHA (The Antioch Partners) Merida, Yucatan, Mexico 

 

 

mailto:firstpc@gamewood.net


               GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD  

Please greet your neighbors and pass the Fellowship Pad to them.  

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MINUTE FOR STEWARDSHIP 

CHORAL INTROIT       "O Sing a New Song to the Lord" (Psalm 96) 

from The New Metrical Version of the Psalms, 1909/Percy C. Buck   

                                                                                           

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP                       (based on Psalm 96) 

Leader: Sing to the Lord a new song! Everyone, even the rocks and 

trees, sing! 

People: Let us shout out in praise! 

Leader: God does great things for us. See God’s amazing works all 

around us. 

People: Great is the Lord! 

Leader: Tell of God’s wonders! Share stories of God’s glory 

People: Let us worship the Lord! 

 

*HYMN#1                                  Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!                                                                  

                           

INVOCATON  

Loving, living God, be among us now. Show us your ways. Guide our 

steps. Live in us, that we may be people of steadfast hope and 

powerful giving. Help us hear your words, challenging us to give you 

all the things that are yours. Help us remember that all we are and all 

we have are gifts from you, gifts to be shared in service and love. Holy 

One among us, help us be a holy people who receive your word with 

joy and live your message with love. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, we confess that we have not been the faithful 

disciples you call us to be. We have not remembered who we are. We 

are distracted by glittering gold. We are mesmerized by fame and 

fortune. We turn a blind eye to systems that perpetuate injustice. 

We fail to hear the cries for mercy of those who bear unfair burdens. 

We close our hearts and imagine empathy to be weakness. Forgive 

us Lord. Remind us that we are yours, citizens of the kingdom of 

God. Give us courage to be kingdom builders here and now, 

showing mercy and grace in a world in deep need. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer ... (silent confession) ... Amen. 

 

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

Friends, hear the good news. God loves you. Even in our 

imperfection, God loves us and won’t let us go. Know that you are 

forgiven and made new, sent forth to love and serve. Alleluia. Amen. 

 

SIGNS OF RECONCILIATION                                                                                                                                                                                              

The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you.                                                                         

Leader: Let us the children of God, having confessed our sins and 

been reconciled to God, having been assured of God's graciousness 

and mercy, stand and offer that same peace and reconciliation to our 

brothers and sisters in Christ, forgiving each other and offering grace 

and peace. 

Please remain standing for the “Gloria Patri.”  

  

*RESPONSE                                                                   “Gloria Patri”   

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen. Amen.    

 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING  

We give back in gratitude for all we have been given. All around us 

are the wonders of God’s love and grace. Tucked within us are gifts to 

be shared, our talents, our interests, our love and service to others. As 

we come to the time of offering, we are invited to consider how we 

will respond to the generosity of God, how we will share our time, 

talents, and treasures with one another and with the world. Let us 

consider our gifts given in grateful praise. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Generous God, all that we have comes from you. We give back in 

gratitude. May our gifts become beacons of hope and doors of justice 

and open arms of love until your kingdom comes. Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY                    "Pastorale in B-flat"             Michael Canales      

         

*DOXOLOGY 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here 

below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost. Amen. 

 

        PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

ANTHEM              "Tremble, O Tremble" (Psalm 99)  

                                                        Richard Leach/Alfred V. Fedak 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Lord, as we come to hear your Word for us, still in us all that distracts 

us. Open our ears to hear your Word for us, read and proclaimed. 

Open our hearts to be transformed to be your people, to love and 

serve with faithful obedience. Amen. 

 

LECTIONARY SCRIPTURES 

                                        (67/64)                               Exodus 33:12-23  

                                        (877/835)                           1 Thessalonians 1:1-10                                 

                                        (736/699)                           Matthew 22:15-22               

 

SERMON       “Whose Image Do You Bear?”               Jackson Weller 

 

*HYMN#12                                     Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

                            

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                    The Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by 

the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 

third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen.  

POSTLUDE              "Rejoice, the Lord Is King"             John Darwall,       

                                                                                             arr. Cindy Berry                                                      

*BENEDICTION  

 *Please stand if able. 

 *Hymn lyrics projected on the screen can be found in the  

“Glory to God” hymnal in the pew. 

 

 Sermon Notes: 


	First Presbyterian Church

