
Per” 
African American spiritual | Arranger: Charles Kirby 

 

I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river,  
I’ve got peace like a river in my soul, in my soul. 

I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river, 
I’ve got peace like a river in-a my soul. 

 

I’ve got love like a river, I’ve got love like a river, 
I’ve got love like a river in my soul, in my soul. 

I’ve got love like a river, I’ve got love like a river,  
I’ve got love like a river in-a my soul, in-a my soul. 

 

I’ve got joy like a river, I’ve got joy like a river, 
I’ve got joy like a river in my soul. 

I’ve got joy like a river, I’ve got joy like a river, 
I’ve got joy like a river in-a my soul. 

 

I’ve got peace, love and joy in-a my soul. 
 

About the Music in Today’s Service:   
The prelude and anthem today go hand in hand, as both illustrate the 

continuous, peaceful presence of God in our lives.  The prelude, “It Is Well 
with My Soul,” was commissioned by hymnwriter Horatio Spafford after his 
children sadly perished in a shipwreck in November 1873.  When writing the 
refrain, Spafford paraphrased the well-known words of Julian of Norwich, 
“And all shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be 
well.”  He asked his friend Philip Bliss to compose a gospel tune for his 
text.  Bliss named the tune after the ship that sank, Ville du Havre. 
 

The anthem today also uses superlative repetition which is common 
in many hymns.  “I’ve got peace like a river” is repeated three times; this 
linguistic device illustrates that’s God’s peace is superior to any earthly 
peace we experience.   In the second and third stanzas, love and joy are 
given the same treatment.  Charles Kirby’s arrangement is a blend of gospel 
and folk music styles.  I love the walking bass line he included for string bass 
spirituals and gospel music.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                       

Today       Please greet your neighbors and pass the Fellowship Pad  

Tuesday September 8 Morning Bible Study 10:30am 

Tuesday September 8 Ladies Dinner 5pm 

Tuesday September 8 Session 6:30pm 

Wednesday September 9 Youth 6pm 

Thursday September 10 Choir 4:30pm  

Saturday September  12 Sat. Lunch Ministry 

The Church office will be closed Monday September 7th in observance of 

Labor Day.  

Save the Date for our annual Church Picnic. It will be held at Angler’s Park 

on Sunday October 11th from 4-8pm. More info to come.                       

It’s CROP Walk Time! The CROP Hunger Walk is October 4 at 3:00pm. Look 

for info on how to participate in the next few weeks. BUT-if you are going to 

walk, we need your T-shirt size by Sunday, Sept, 13- sign up sheet on table 

under bulletin board. 

                                      SERVING TODAY 

Minister of Discipleship  Jackson Weller 

Music Director   Ashley Stanley-Robey 

Video/Sound    Alex Walthall 

Liturgist    Jackie Rochford 

Greeter    Joan Reynolds 

Side door/Offering   Barry Cutright 

Counters    Reynolds/Ramey 

List of Session members  

Class of 2026: Ava Barrett, Barry Cutright, Gail Jones, Kim Wimer   

Class of 2027: Harriet Beale, Pat Pinckney, Joan Reynold, Kent Shelton 

Class of 2028: Eddie Blount, Jr., Kathy Dolianitis, Jackie Rockford, Alex Walthall 

Trustees: Bob Newnam, Ray Beale, Gary Wimer 

                                    2026 Budget Update 

                 July 2026           FY 2026 

 Revenue            $21,063.75              $238,732.69 

 Expenditures               $50,637.29               $264,865.34 

 Difference                  (-$29,573.54)            (-$26,132.65) 

If you enter the hospital, your church will have no way of knowing  

unless you notify us.  Please let us know of your hospital stay so that we 

may respond with pastoral care. 

A Warm Welcome 

We would love to have you join our church family.  If you are moved to do 

by the Lord, please talk to one of the elders or our pastor. 

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings. 
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                    Welcome 

  
This church opens wide its doors and offers 

welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

  

 Celebrating 199 years of Knowing Christ and 

Making Him Known 
  

  

  

  

   

  
First Presbyterian Church 

937 Main Street, Danville, VA  24541-1809—434-792-7822  

 E-Mail: admin@fpcdanville.com    

 Website: http://www.fpcdanville.com 
  

 

“The King of Love, My Shepherd Is” 
Text:  Psalm 23 | Lyricist: Sir Henry W. Baker (1821-1877) 

Composer: Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
Hymn tune: ST. COLUMBA | Arranger: Mark Schweizer (1956-2019) 
 

The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never. 
I nothing lack if I am his, and he is mine forever. 

 

Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul he leadeth; 
And where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth. 

 

And so through all the length of days, thy goodness faileth never, 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever. 

 

About the Anthem:   
 This arrangement by the late American composer Mark 
Schweizer combines the well-known Gaelic hymn tune, ST. 
COLUMBA, with J.S. Bach’s equally famous Prelude in C Major.  It 
is an intriguing gentle combination of an Irish tune and the German 
Baroque composer’s first prelude for piano in his collection, The 
Well-Tempered Clavier.   
 

 This set of lyrics for the twenty-third Psalm was written by Sir 
Henry Williams Baker, a Vicar and hymnwriter in the Church of 
England.  He was educated at Trinity College, Cambridge and took 
Holy Orders just after his college graduation.  He is known for using 
simple language and smooth lyrical rhythms.  Baker completed John 
Mason Neale’s English translation for, “Of the Father’s Love 
Begotten.”  Today’s anthem is his most popular work; it has three 
additional verses not included in this arrangement.  Henry Baker’s 
last words were the third verse of this Psalm setting, “Perverse and 
foolish, oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me, and on his 
shoulder gently laid, and home rejoicing, brought me.” 

Music during Communion - 
"God of Creation" O HEILAND REISS from Rheinfelsisches Deutches 
Catholisches Gesangbuch, 1666 
Reflection on "Draw Nigh and Take the Body of the Lord" Song 46, Orlando 
Gibbons 
and "Bread of Heaven" JESU, JESU DU MEIN HIRT, Paul Heinlen 
All Settings by Matthew McConnell 

                                        OUR PARTNERS IN MISSION 
ABUKLOI SECONDARY SCHOOL (Abukloi Foundation) Rembek, South Sudan 
CHRIST FOR THE ISLAND WORLD Greensboro, NC, Indonesia 
FRAISER, IAN & STEPAHNIE (VIA) Springdale, AR 
PARTNER IN MISSION (FRONTIER FELLOWSHIP) Indonesia & Central Asia 
LEE, MATTHEW & TERESA ((Wycliffe Bible Translators) Dallas, TX 
PERROW, WILLIAM & WANDA (Open Arms Foundation) Medellin, Colombia 
PARTNER IN MISSION (Paraclete Mission Group) US West Coast 
SYDNOR, PAUL & REINHILD (TeachBeyond) Paris, France 
WEHMEYER, DONALD & MARTHA (The Antioch Partners) Merida, Yucatan, Mexico 
 

mailto:firstpc@gamewood.net


               GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD  

Please greet your neighbors and pass the Fellowship Pad to them.  

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE            "It is Well with My Soul"      Philip P. Bliss, arr. Tom Fettke 

 

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 119:33-40)) 

Leader: Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, 

People: and I will observe it to the end. 

Leader: Give me understanding, that I may keep your law 

People: and observe it with my whole heart. 

Leader: Lead me in the path of your commandments, 

People: for I delight in it. 

Leader: Turn my heart to your decrees; 

People: in your righteousness be gracious to me. 

 

 

*HYMN#498                               Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken                                              

 

INVOCATION 

Gracious God, you call a broken people around your table: in times of 

disagreement, teach us to listen, loose us from prejudice and bind us to your 

way of forgiving grace; through Jesus Christ, who stands at the heart of our 

gathering. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Lord God, we have judged others harshly, unfairly and casually. We 

tend to focus on the sin, brokenness and weakness of others, rather 

than on the growth and work we are called to. We’ve made assumptions 

about what others want and need, robbing them of the freedom to speak 

for themselves. We’ve tuned out the voices bold enough to express views 

that are different from ours. We’ve relied upon your grace, time and time 

again, while hastily denying that you are eager to give it not only to us, 

but to our enemies, also. Help us to see others as you see them; help us to 

see you with faith and trust. 

 

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON    (Exodus 34:6, Ezekial 33:11) 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love and faithfulness, calling all to turn from sin, and live. By 

the grace of God, our sins are forgiven. Amen. 

 

 

SIGNS OF RECONCILIATION                                                                                                                                                                  

The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you.                                                                         

Leader: Let us the children of God, having confessed our sins and been  

reconciled to God, having been assured of God's graciousness and mercy, 

stand and offer that same peace and reconciliation to our brothers and sisters 

in Christ, forgiving each other and offering grace and peace. 

Please remain standing for the “Gloria Patri.” 

 

*RESPONSE                                                                                      “Gloria Patri”   

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen. Amen.    
 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING 

The Christian life – a life of following Jesus – is a life of response. We 

respond freely to what the God who reconciles all things has already done 

and given to us, in Jesus Christ. All that we have belongs to God. 

Let us give of God’s own, with thanksgiving and joy. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
God, these offerings seem insignificant in light of all that you have offered 

us. We give because you gave. We love because you first loved us. 

Receive our gifts and our lives, and use them, we pray, for your reconciling 

work in the world you love. Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY            "How Can I Keep from Singing?"        Robert Lowry,  

                                                                                                          arr. T. Fettke 

*DOXOLOGY 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

        PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

ANTHEM       "The King of Love My Shepherd Is"  Henry Baker (Psalm 

23)/Gaelic tune, arr. Mark Schweizer after J.S. Bach's Prelude in C Major 

     

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Holy Spirit, open our eyes and our ears, our minds and our hearts, 

that we may hear your Word, walk in your ways, and truly live. 

Amen. 
 

LECTIONARY SCRIPTURES; 

                                        (49/48)                                                   Exodus 12:1-14         

                                        (845/804)                                              Romans 13:8-14 

                                        (732/695)                                           Matthew 18:15-20 

 

SERMON                   “Marked by Grace, Bound by Love”                                       

                                                                                                            Jackson Weller 

 

*HYMN#525                                                           Let Us Break Bread Together  

INVITATION TO THE TABLE  

 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

Leader: The Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts.  

People: We lift them up to the Lord.  

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

COMMUNION OF GOD’S CHILDREN  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION       

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                        The Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in 

Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 

the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

  

CHORAL BENEDICTION    "Bread of Heaven, on Thee We Feed" Josiah 

Conder/French and Welsh melody; arr. Hugh Davies 

*BENEDICTION 

*Please stand if able. 

 *Hymn lyrics projected on the screen can be found in the “Glory to God” 

hymnal in the pew. 

Sermon Notes: 


