
Per” 
African American spiritual | Arranger: Charles Kirby 

 

I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river,  
I’ve got peace like a river in my soul, in my soul. 

I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river, 
I’ve got peace like a river in-a my soul. 

 

I’ve got love like a river, I’ve got love like a river, 
I’ve got love like a river in my soul, in my soul. 

I’ve got love like a river, I’ve got love like a river,  
I’ve got love like a river in-a my soul, in-a my soul. 

 

I’ve got joy like a river, I’ve got joy like a river, 
I’ve got joy like a river in my soul. 

I’ve got joy like a river, I’ve got joy like a river, 
I’ve got joy like a river in-a my soul. 

 

I’ve got peace, love and joy in-a my soul. 
 

About the Music in Today’s Service:   
The prelude and anthem today go hand in hand, as both illustrate the 

continuous, peaceful presence of God in our lives.  The prelude, “It Is Well 
with My Soul,” was commissioned by hymnwriter Horatio Spafford after his 
children sadly perished in a shipwreck in November 1873.  When writing the 
refrain, Spafford paraphrased the well-known words of Julian of Norwich, 
“And all shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be 
well.”  He asked his friend Philip Bliss to compose a gospel tune for his 
text.  Bliss named the tune after the ship that sank, Ville du Havre. 
 

The anthem today also uses superlative repetition which is common 
in many hymns.  “I’ve got peace like a river” is repeated three times; this 
linguistic device illustrates that’s God’s peace is superior to any earthly 
peace we experience.   In the second and third stanzas, love and joy are 
given the same treatment.  Charles Kirby’s arrangement is a blend of gospel 
and folk music styles.  I love the walking bass line he included for string bass 
spirituals and gospel music.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                       

Today       Please greet your neighbors and pass the Fellowship Pad  

Monday October 5 PW Circle 12:30pm 

Monday October 5 PW Evening Circle 7pm 

Tuesday October 6  Morning Bible Study 10:30am 

Tuesday October 6 Handbells 5pm 

Tuesday October 6 Property 5:30pm 

Tuesday October 6 Ladies Dinner 6pm 

Wednesday October 7 Wednesday Night Dinner 6pm 

Thursday October 8 Choir 4:30pm  

Saturday October 10 Sat. Lunch Ministry 

*It’s CROP Walk Time! The CROP Hunger Walk is today at 3:00pm.  

*The Presbyterian Women’s Day Circle will meet on Monday, October 5th at 

12:30 p.m. in the Westminster Room. Everybody is welcome! 

*The Evening Circle is starting a new study October 5, 2026. We will meet at 

the home of Ava Barrett.  Joyce Perez will lead a study entitled “Jesus Calling 

-Putting Jesus First.” If you would like the book accompanying the study, 

they are available on Amazon or call Ava 434-250-5599 to reserve a copy. 

*Wednesday Night Supper October 7th. Menu: “Marry Me” Chicken lasagna, 

mixed veggies, a salad, delicious dessert, and tea. Team 1 is in charge. Please 

use the reservation form in the bulletin or call the office by noon Tuesday if 

you plan to attend. “What we did last summer!” is the program. 

*Church Picnic will be Sunday October 11th 4pm-8pm at Angler’s Park Picnic 

Shelter (350 Northside Drive)  

                                      SERVING TODAY 

Minister of Discipleship  Jackson Weller 

Music Director   Ashley Stanley-Robey 

Video/Sound    Alex Walthall 

Liturgist    Richard Smith 

Greeter    Harriet Beale 

Side door/Offering   Barry Cutright 

Counters    Reynolds/Ramey 

List of Session members  

Class of 2026: Ava Barrett, Barry Cutright, Gail Jones, Kim Wimer   

Class of 2027: Harriet Beale, Pat Pinckney, Joan Reynold, Kent Shelton 

Class of 2028: Eddie Blount, Jr., Kathy Dolianitis, Jackie Rockford, Alex Walthall 

Trustees: Bob Newnam, Ray Beale, Gary Wimer 

                                    2026 Budget Update 

               August 2026           FY 2026 

 Revenue            $33,862.99              $273,510.34 

 Expenditures               $43,840.04               $312,404.03 

 Difference                  (-$9,977.05)              (-$38,893.69) 

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE COLUMNS 

OF THE 
  

First Presbyterian Church 
  

Danville, Virginia 

October 4, 2026 

World Communion Sunday 

  

                    Welcome 

  
This church opens wide its doors and offers 

welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

  

 Celebrating 199 years of Knowing Christ and 

Making Him Known 
  

  

  

  

   

  
First Presbyterian Church 

937 Main Street, Danville, VA  24541-1809—434-792-7822  

 E-Mail: admin@fpcdanville.com    

 Website: http://www.fpcdanville.com 
  

 

Let Us Break Bread Together 
African American Spiritual | Arranger: Arlen Clarke (b. 1954) 

Let us break bread together on our knees.  Let us break bread together on our 
knees. 

Refrain: When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,  
O Lord have mercy on me. 

Let us drink wine together on our knees.  Let us drink wine together on our knees. 
(Refrain Repeats) 

Let us praise God together on our knees.  Let us praise God together on our 
knees. 

(Refrain Repeats) 
About the Anthem: 

Arlen Ronald Clarke was born and raised in upstate New York before 
attending Belhaven University in Jackson, Mississippi.  Arlen graduated a year 
early in 1976; he then headed to Southern Methodist University in Dallas for one 
year.  He transferred to Texas Christian University where he earned the Master of 
Music in Vocal Performance.  He then spent six years as a U.S. Army 
Officer.  Upon his honorable discharge, Arlen worked as a singer and composer in 
residence at Grace and Holy Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in Kansas City, 
Missouri.  He was then appointed as Director of Choral activities at his alma mater, 
Belhaven University.   

Arlen has since relocated to Greenville, South Carolina, where he serves 
as the choirmaster at St. Mary’s Catholic Church.  He also directs Concordiae, a 
small a cappella ecclesiastical choir.  Arlen has composed over three hundred 
pieces of music, primarily choral music for worship at St. Mary’s.   He has also 
completed five works for choir with orchestra, two orchestral symphonic poems, 
and four orchestral concerti.  In studying Mr. Clarke’s life, what impressed me 
most was his intentional rest in between projects and jobs.  He is an excellent 
example of seeking mental and physical rest, as well as God’s peace, before 
taking up a new task or project.  Upon revisiting this arrangement, I appreciate his 
development of a familiar tune and the interjection of very interesting harmonies 
during both the piano introduction and the second verse. 

Music during Communion: 
“Holy, Holy, Holy with Holy is the Lord” J.B. Dykes and Franz Schubert 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” R. Prichard/J. Zundel 
and 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” from Schlesischer Volkslieder, 1842 
All settings by Tom Fettke 

 

If you enter the hospital, your church will have no way of knowing  

unless you notify us.  Please let us know of your hospital stay so that we may 

respond with pastoral care. 

A Warm Welcome 

We would love to have you join our church family.  If you are moved to do by the 

Lord, please talk to one of the elders or our pastor. 

                                        OUR PARTNERS IN MISSION 
ABUKLOI SECONDARY SCHOOL (Abukloi Foundation) Rembek, South Sudan 
CHRIST FOR THE ISLAND WORLD Greensboro, NC, Indonesia 
FRAISER, IAN & STEPAHNIE (VIA) Springdale, AR 
PARTNER IN MISSION (FRONTIER FELLOWSHIP) Indonesia & Central Asia 
LEE, MATTHEW & TERESA ((Wycliffe Bible Translators) Dallas, TX 
PERROW, WILLIAM & WANDA (Open Arms Foundation) Medellin, Colombia 
PARTNER IN MISSION (Paraclete Mission Group) US West Coast 
SYDNOR, PAUL & REINHILD (TeachBeyond) Paris, France 
WEHMEYER, DONALD & MARTHA (The Antioch Partners) Merida, Yucatan, Mexico 
 

mailto:firstpc@gamewood.net


               GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD  

Please greet your neighbors and pass the Fellowship Pad to them.  

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MINUTE FOR STEWARDSHIP 

CHORAL INTROIT     "In the Singing" Shirley E. Murray/Carlton R. Young    

   

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP (from Luke 13:29) 

Leader: People will come from east and west, 

People: from north and south, 

Leader: and will eat in the kingdom of God. 

People: Thanks be to God for welcoming us to the table. 

 

*HYMN#14                                                           For the Beauty of the Earth   

                        

INVOCATION 

Mighty and merciful God, lover of justice and equity, you call us to support 

the weak, to help those who suffer, and to honor all people. By the power of 

your Holy Spirit, make us advocate for your justice and instruments of your 

peace, so that all may be reconciled in your beloved community; through 

Jesus Christ Our Savior. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious God, we are indebted to you and your generosity. But we 

fail to live as good stewards of all you have given us. We confiscate 

and consume far more than our fair share. We neglect the poor and 

trap people in poverty, claiming that debt forgiveness is unfair. God, 

liberate us from our spiritual and moral bondage. Free our world for 

Jubilee. Reorder our priorities so all your nations and peoples may thrive. 

Amen. 

 

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

                                  (2 Corinthians 5:17, Book of Common Worship) 

Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life 

has begun. Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. Amen. 

 

SIGNS OF RECONCILIATION                                                                                                                                                                  

The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you.                                                                         

Leader: Let us the children of God, having confessed our sins and been 

reconciled to God, having been assured of God's graciousness and mercy, 

stand and offer that same peace and reconciliation to our brothers and sisters 

in Christ, forgiving each other and offering grace and peace. 

Please remain standing for the “Gloria Patri.” 

*RESPONSE                                                                       “Gloria Patri”   

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen. Amen.    
 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING 

We are inspired to be generous by a generous God. We are inspired 

to give by the greatest of givers. In gratitude to God, let us present our 

tithes and offerings. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Holy God, bless these gifts for your good use. May these tokens of our 

gratitude be of service in liberating the poor, feeding the hungry, 

clothing and sheltering those struggling to survive. Use these gifts to 

further Christ’s mission and ministry in a hurting world. Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY                 "Ville du Havre"                     P.P. Bliss |  

                                                                Setting by Charles Callahan                                                    

*DOXOLOGY 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here 

below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost. Amen. 

 

        PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

ANTHEM       "Let Us Break Bread Together"    African American     

                                                                      spiritual, arr. Arlen Clarke 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Bless us, O God, with ears to hear your truth, vision to discern your 

path, and feet ready to move into action, responding to your call. 

Inspire us as we hear your Word read and proclaimed. Amen. 

 

LECTIONARY SCRIPTURES; 

                                        (56/54)                             Exodus 20:1-4,7-9,12-20         

                                        (874/832)                         Philippians 3:4-14 

                                        (735/698)                         Matthew 21:33-46 

 

SERMON          “The Cornerstone We Keep Rejecting”                                       

                                                                                                 Jackson Weller 

 

*HYMN#515                                                                      I Come with Joy 

 

 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE  

 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

Leader: The Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts.  

People: We lift them up to the Lord.  

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

COMMUNION OF GOD’S CHILDREN  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION       

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                        The Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in 

Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 

the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

  

POSTLUDE                 Postlude in A minor, "Modal"     by Michael Canales          

*BENEDICTION 

*Please stand if able. 

 *Hymn lyrics projected on the screen can be found in the “Glory to God” 

hymnal in the pew. 

Sermon Notes: 


