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 February arrives carrying two seemingly differ-

ent invitations. One is loud and colorful, wrapped in 

hearts and handwritten cards, reminding us to speak 

words of love and gratitude. The other is quieter and 

more solemn, marked by ashes and honest reflection, 

calling us to remember who we are and whose we 

are. As the church, we are uniquely positioned to hold 

both of these invitations together. 

 Love is at the heart of our faith. Scripture tells us 

again and again that love does not begin with us, but 

with God. “We love because God first loved us” (1 

John 4:19). God’s love is not something we earn or 

prove ourselves worthy of—it is a gift given before we 

ever ask for it. In a world that often measures worth 

by productivity, success, or perfection, the gospel  

proclaims a different truth: we are loved simply  

because we belong to God. 
                                                                   Continued on next page... 
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 During this month when love is so publicly celebrated, we have an opportunity 

to reflect on what Christian love truly looks like. It is more than romance or senti-

mentality. It is patient and kind. It tells the truth. It shows up in times of joy and in  

moments of deep pain. It feeds the hungry, welcomes the stranger, forgives the 

wrong, and refuses to give up on hope. This is the love we are called to practice as 

followers of Christ and as the community of First Presbyterian Church of Danville. 

 At the same time, February leads us to Ash Wednesday, when we begin the 

season of Lent. On that day, we gather to receive ashes on our foreheads and to 

hear the ancient words: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall re-

turn.” These words are sobering, but they are not meant to be despairing. Instead, 

they ground us in truth. They remind us that we are finite, fragile, and deeply   

dependent on God’s grace. 

 Ash Wednesday invites us to slow down and take an honest look at our lives. It 

is a time to ask where we have wandered, where we need healing, and where God 

may be calling us to renewal. Repentance is never about shame—it is about turning 

back toward the One who loves us. Lent gives us space to pray more deeply, listen 

more carefully, and let go of whatever keeps us from fully loving God and neighbor. 

 There is a profound connection between love and ashes. The ashes remind us 

that life is precious and fleeting, and love reminds us why that life matters. God’s 

love meets us not only in moments of celebration, but also in our weakness and vul-

nerability. As we journey through Lent toward the cross and, ultimately, toward 

Easter morning, we are reminded that even from ashes, God brings new life. 

 As we move through this month together, my prayer is that we will be a  

congregation marked by love—love that is honest, compassionate, and rooted in 

Christ. May we support one another, reach out to those in need, and open our 

hearts to the transforming work of God’s Holy Spirit. And as we gather for Ash 

Wednesday worship, may we do so with humility, hope, and trust in the grace that 

never lets us go. 

Grace and peace, 

Jackson 



Music Dept. 
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February – Worship, Pray, and Fast Together 

This month began with lots of snow for us here in Danville.  Snow always feels quiet and 

still to me – the whole world is at peace when covered with a blanket of snow.  During  

worship this month, our choirs will play and sing several Psalm settings and spirituals to 

celebrate Black History Month.  We began on February 1st with “Taste and See” (Psalm 34) 

written by a Lawrenceville, Virginia native James E. Moore, Jr.  Next, we will sing “Fill My 

Cup” by Reverend Dr. Isaiah Jones, Jr., a Presbyterian minister and gospel musician.  “Fill 

My Cup” was inspired by Psalm 23:5 and the Prayer of St. Francis (“Make Me a Channel of 

Your Peace”).  We will also sing George Mabry’s arrangement of the classic spiritual “This 

Little Light of Mine.”  Later during the month, I plan to play the organ piece, “Adoration,” 

by Florence Beatrice Price, the first African American woman recognized as a published 

symphonic composer.  Her First Symphony was performed in 1932 by the Chicago Sympho-

ny Orchestra at the World’s Fair.  Our handbell choir is working this month to prepare  

Cynthia Dobrinski’s arrangement of “There Is a Balm in Gilead” which utilizes extended 

techniques, including mallets with suspended bells and vibrato.  We will play this piece 

during worship one Sunday in March. 

On February 18th, Ash Wednesday, we will begin our observation of the season of 

Lent.  Many Christians fast from certain foods or drinks during this season, remembering 

Christ’s sacrifice to forgive and redeem us from our sins.  One very impactful Lenten prayer 

practice is praying The Lord’s Prayer at noon each day throughout the forty days of Lent.  I 

have kept my notes from previous Ash Wednesday services, and I often come back to Dr. 

Ramey’s homily points.  During Lent, he reminded us to 1) Repent of sin; confess and pray 

for forgiveness; 2) Set a daily prayer time.  Meditate nightly on a single Psalm or Scripture 

verse; and 3) Choose something to fast from.  In addition to self-denial, seek to cultivate 

special attitudes and practices.  His wisdom could be summed up in the phrase, “Fast from 

negative attitudes, and feast on the Fruit of the Spirit.”  This is a lesson in humility that 

must be continuously practiced throughout one’s life. 

~Ashley 



MISSION COMMITTEE 

Lots of things are happening with our local and foreign Mission Partners.   Thought I would give 
you an update. 

Saturday Lunch Ministry:  This is one of our church’s largest missions. Two new initiatives are  
underway this year: 
Grant Recipient:  FPC received $15,000 from J. T. Minnie Maude to improve meal nutrition and 
upgrade kitchen items. Expect more salads, fresh fruit, healthier desserts, and some made-from-
scratch meals. Volunteers may be asked to assist. 

Food Handling/Safety:  Based on insurance advice, we are reviewing kitchen safety practices. 
Everyone serving Saturday lunches or Wednesday dinners will get food safety guidelines covering 
hand washing, gloves, hair coverings, and cleaning. 

Mission Partner Changes: 

•  The Open Arms Foundation has instituted a new model for ministry to at-risk children in  
 Colombia.  Following incidents at the local school involving one resident, last October the 
 local government demanded return of all the boys on the farm to relative or other place-
 ments in San Pedro.  The OAF team has begun to re-engage the children and their families 
 where they live with the same ministerial services they were receiving at the farm.  Girls 
 are now also served, local churches involved, and the farm is serving as a retreat  
 center.  For more details see their December newsletter on the table at the Sutherlin  
 entrance hallway. 
 

• Paul and Reinhild Sydnor has joined Teach Beyond whose vision states: “As followers of Jesus, 
we are a global community providing transformational education services as part of God’s on-
going mission to transform individuals and communities into all He intends.”  Paul is now 
training missionaries to deliver transformational education services. Transformational educa-
tion is the simple yet profound belief that children and adults can undergo redemptive, holis-
tic transformation through the power of God’s Word and by His Holy Spirit active in people 
through education, making them increasingly like Christ in their world. We pursue heart-mind 
transformation which aligns with God the Creator’s design while trusting the Spirit for com-
plete transformation into the image of Christ. We understand that the Spirit frequently uses 
excellent educational environments to transform individuals, which cascades to communities 
and beyond.   

 

Upcoming Events and Offerings: 

• February 8:  Souper Bowl Offering – The church youth will be stationed at the exits following 
the service, providing an opportunity for donations to support the Saturday Lunch Ministry. 
Contributions are welcomed and greatly appreciated. 

                                                                                                           Continued on next page 
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Day School Round Up 

Well, just like that, the Christmas season is behind us! We sure did enjoy celebrating the 

birth of baby Jesus with our family and friends. Now, onto January!  

Coming back to school has sure been exciting! We have enjoyed all of our snowy crafts, 

and getting back to our normal schedule. Our 3 year old class has their annual trek across 

the street to the Museum for their art workshop. We look forward to this every year , as 

they take such good care of us and we learn so much!  

We understand that our last week in January could be full of snow and ice - and we are 

here for it! Our parents and teachers, not so much. You all stay safe and stay tuned! We 

will talk soon! 

 

 

• Wednesday, February 18, Ash Wednesday Service – The service marks the beginning of Lent. 
Offerings will support the House of Hope Coldest Night of the Year fundraiser. Please make 
checks payable to FPC. 

• Saturday, February 28 – Coldest Night of the Year: Join the 5:00 p.m. walk to support House of 
Hope, Danville’s only homeless shelter. Walk with the FPC Team on the Riverwalk or volunteer 
to help serve chili and cornbread prepared by FPC after the event. 

• March: Our One Great Hour of Sharing offering for the Presbytery of the Peaks.  One Great 
Hour of Sharing is a vital mission offering that supports various causes such as disaster relief, 
hunger alleviation, poverty reduction, and assistance for refugees and displaced persons.  The 
initiative aims to provide aid to most vulnerable communities around the world, ensuring  

     access to basic necessities such as clean water, food, and education. 
We encourage your participation in our Missions Project. Many people—locally and globally—are 
facing hardship and seeking to learn about Jesus. FPC mission projects involve the whole church. 
Please help where you can and keep our mission partners in your prayers. 

 Dear Lord, give our missionaries strength and perseverance when ministry feels fruitless, 
 that seeds planted will grow and bear abundant harvest. 
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Stated Session Meeting 

January 13, 2026 

First Presbyterian Church Danville, VA 

 

The Session at First Presbyterian Church, Danville, met for the January Session meeting at 6:30 pm in 
the Westminster classroom on Tuesday, January 13, 2026.  The meeting was called to order by the 
moderator, Rev. David Baker and opened with prayer.   
Jackie Rochford had the devotion.  
The following were present: 

Class of 2026:   Ava Barrett, Barry Cutright 

Class of 2027: Joan Reynolds, Pat Pinckney, Kent Shelton, Harriet Beale 

Class of 2028:  Jackie Rochford, Sam Meadema, Eddie Blount, Alex Walthall 
Minister of Discipleship: Jackson Weller 

Clerk of Session: Brenna Takata 

Moderator: Rev. David Baker 

Excused: Gail Jones, Kim Wimer 

There was a quorum present 

 

REPORTS: 
MOTION TO APPROVE REPORTS AS SUBMITTED: 

• Session minutes from November 12, 2025 were approved as printed by consensus. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT - January 

• Presbytery Commissioner for February Presbytery Meeting-Alex Walthall was elected as the repre-
sentative for this meeting.   
• Duties for Jan-Feb. Were shared. 
• Ordination of elders will take place on Sunday, January 18, 2026. 

• New members-Jeanne Anderson was accepted with a letter of transfer from Barbeque Presbyterian 
Church. The Zagol family is also joining with a letter of transfer from West Main Baptist Church. 
• Session Workshop is scheduled for Jan. 24, 2026 beginning at 9 AM with lunch being served from our 
lunch ministry kitchen.   

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES: 
200th Anniversary Committee - Jackson Weller 

• Plans are underway for the remaining portraits to be hung and also have a celebration on Refor-
mation Sunday, since our original date falls on December 31, and with so much going on during that time, 
the committee recommends that it be on Reformation Sunday. 

ADMIN COMMITTEE -Sam Meadema 

• The committee would like to  recognize Greg Robey for his musical contributions to our  
 worship service, and proposed that a one time gift of $250 be allocated for his accomplish-
 ments.  This was approved by consensus. 

• Security in the church - The committee recommends the following measures: 

• Lock church doors at 11:10 direct attendees to Sutherlin entrance 

• Attend a security in churches seminar at N. Main on Jan. 19 

• Form an ad hoc committee  of session members to form a security plan for the church - Alex 
will be glad to serve on that committee and chair it - Sam Meadema, Kim Wimer 
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• and Eddie Blount would also be interested in serving on this committee. Session approved 
this committee by consensus to form a plan to bring to the session.   

• Employee recognition policy to update amounts given to staff on certain anniversaries -  
 motion carries by consensus 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE - Jackie Rochford 

• The final financial report will be given at the next session meeting. 
 
MEMBERSHIP - Kent Shelton 

• Kent went over some of the duties of the membership committee: VIP, Bereavement, welcoming visi-
tors, socials, new member reception, and activities engaging existing members. 

 
MISSIONS - Jackie Rochford 

• Committee shared the upcoming budgeted list for missionaries that the committee approved 

• The list of special offerings for 2026 was approved by consensus. 

 

PROPERTY - Eddie Blount 

• Alex wants to propose a church beautification day for our church which would also provide engage
 ment of other church members.  The congregation can also make suggestions for beautification  

 projects.  Possibly in the spring and maybe a third Saturday.  Property can plan and bring back  ideas 
 and dates for this project.  
 
SCHOLARSHIP - Harriet Beale 

• Scholarship applications will go out in January and February.   
 
STEWARDSHIP- Ava Barrett 

• $214,840 from 40 pledges has been turned in so far, and  it was more than was budgeted. We hope 
 more pledges will come in during the month. 

 
WORSHIP COMMITTEE -Joan Reynolds 

• Committee will meet on Jan. 25 
 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

• Session training on the 24th Pastor Dave wanted some input about information to be presented - 
Presbytery will bring a few policies that we probably are not aware of and also will review the duties of 
the session.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 

• Motion made by Eddie Blount to nominate Brenna Takata for the 2026 term of the clerk of session, 
 and seconded by Jackie Rochford.  Motion passes.   
• Motion made by Sam Meadema to nominate Jackie Rochford for the 2026 term as Treasurer. Motion 
 passes.   

 
Closing Prayer and Adjournment 

Pastor David Baker closed in prayer and the meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM 
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Announcements 
Our Thursday Bible Study will continue to meet in the Westminster room Thursday  

mornings at 10:30am, weather permitting. 

 

Our Ash Wednesday service, February 18th at 6pm in the sanctuary. 

 

 

February 22nd Jackson Weller and  Ashley Stanley-Robey will lead worship at Stratford 

House.  The service is in the Evergreen Room at 2:00pm. 

 

 

Men’s breakfast & bible study will be Saturday   

February 28th at 8:00am in Westminster Room. 

Please bring your breakfast as we join together in 

study. 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 The Presbyterian Women’s Day Circle will meet on February 2nd at 

12:30  p.m.  in the Westminster Room.  We will continue our Series on 

First Peter  “Sojourners and Exiles” by Sinclair B. Ferguson.   

All are welcome. 

The Evening Circle will meet at the home of  Karan Johnson, 320  

Hawthorne Dr., February 2nd at 7pm. All women are invited to attend for 

the bible study with Joyce Perez and fellowship with other members. For 

          more information you may call Bernadine Hayes at 434-799-5662.      
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Youth 

  1 Sara Weller 

  2 Ray Beale  

  5 David Baker 

  6 James Gill, Jr.  

  8 Olivia Walthall  

11 Virginia Jones  

16 Adjowa Kassa 

19 Brooke Atkinson 

21 Jean Roman  

      Jill Perez  

23 Law Walden 

27 Bernadine Hayes 

 Let us know if we’ve missed your 

special day!  

Dear members and friends, 

As many of you know, it is our tradition at First Presbyteri-

an Church to enjoy fresh flowers in our beautiful sanctuary, 

during worship. These flowers are usually placed in “honor 

of” or “in memory of” friends or love ones, and in celebra-

tion of a special birthday, anniversary, etc. 

For many years, there have been two arrangements  

displayed in the rear of the sanctuary on the reredos. As 

we begin our 200th year of worship, we now have another 

option, and that is to display only one fresh  arrangement 

in front of the chancel area. 

If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary during 

worship, please contact me at 434-203-1666 or email me 

at Rebeccaatkinson@comcast.net. 

In Christ, 

Rebecca Moore 
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Youth Group will meet  

February 11th and 25th. 

Youth Lunch Ministry February 28th  



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, DANVILLE 

Founded in 1826, we were the first organized congregation in Danville.  Our 

sanctuary and offices are located at 937 Main St, next door to the Sutherlin 

Mansion and Museum and a few blocks of west downtown. 

You can reach us at (434) 792-7822 or admin@fpcdanville.com 

Office hours are Monday– Thursday 9 am—1 pm 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

937 Main Street 

Danville VA  

24541-1809 

Website: www.fpcdanville.com 

Phone: 434.792.7822 

Email: admin@fpcdanville.com 

If you are graduating high school or  

reapplying to college, please stop by the 

office and get your scholarship  

application. Turn in you application by 

April 30th. Get your application  

today!  


