
   
   
   
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
                                                                      Jan Richardson, Artist 
 

 

http://janrichardsonimages.com/details.php?gid=60&pid=451


 

First Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth E. Broschart 

 

Prelude                    “Come, Thou Fount of Ev’ry Blessing”     arr. Robert Powell 

Opening Scripture                                                                       Joel 2:12-13a 

“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting, 
with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments. 
Return to the Lord your God for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love.” 

Call to Worship 

L: In the midst of darkness we have come. 
P: Heal us, Lord Jesus. 
Soloist: singing verse 1 “Jesus, we are here” 
L: Save us from the darkness of our souls. 
P: Save us, Lord Jesus. 
Soloist: singing verse 2 “Savior, we are here” 
L: Let us follow you and obey your commands 
P: Direct and guide us, Lord Jesus. 
Soloist: singing verse 3 “Master, we are here” 
L: Brighten our lives and lift our spirits. 
P: Bring us to your glorious presence, Lord Jesus. 
Soloist: singing verse 4 “Spirit, we are here”. 

Prayer: 

Holy and Gracious God, Creator of all living things, the beginning and the 
end of our lives. We gather as your people, ready to begin our Lenten 
journey. Strengthen our hearts and minds through your bountiful love. 
Make us ready to acknowledge our sins and weaknesses. Remove our 
hearts of stone, and create in us hearts and minds ready to hear your 
words of forgiveness and acceptance. This we ask in the name of the one 
who walked the way of the cross, Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

Music:                               “Create in Me A Clean Heart”      

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

 Imposition of Ashes:  

Please come forward (maintaining social distance) via the center aisle and return 
using the side aisles. 

Music:                                            “Ashes”                                           T. Conry         

To receive this blessing, all you have to do is let your heart break. 
Let it crack open. Let it fall apart so that you can see its secret chambers, the 
hidden spaces where you have hesitated to go. 

Your entire life is here, inscribed whole upon your heart’s walls: 
every path taken or left behind, every face you turned toward 
or turned away, every word spoken in love or in rage, every line of your life you 
would prefer to leave in shadow, every story that shimmers with treasures known 
and those you have yet to find. 

It could take you days to wander these rooms. Forty, at least. 

And so let this be a season for wandering for trusting the breaking 
for tracing the tear that will return you to the One who waits who watches who 
works within the rending to make your heart whole. 
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Pastoral Meditation                                                        

Benediction: 

Postlude                     “Where Charity and Love Prevail”             arr. Ron Boud 


