
Elders (Session) 
 

The session is responsible for the mission and government of the partic-
ular church. Its duties include, but are not limited to, the responsibility... 
 

• to provide opportunities for evangelism to be learned and practiced 
in and by the church, that members may be better equipped to artic-
ulate their faith, to witness in word and deed to the saving grace of 
Jesus Christ, and to invite persons into a new life in Christ 

• to lead the congregation in participation in the mission of the whole 
Church in the world 

• to provide for the worship of the people of God, including the 
preaching of the Word, the sharing of the Sacraments, and for the 
music program 

• to provide for the growth of its members and for their equipment for 
ministry through personal and pastoral care, educational programs, 
sharing in fellowship and mutual support, and opportunities for wit-
ness and service in the world 

• to challenge the people of God with the privilege of responsible 
Christian stewardship of money and time and talents, developing 
effective ways for encouraging and gathering the offerings of the 
people and assuring that all offerings are distributed to the objects 
toward which they were contributed 

• to establish the annual budget, determine the distribution of the 
church’s benevolences, and order offerings for Christian purposes, 
providing full information to the congregation of its decisions in 
such matters  

• to lead the congregation continually to discover what God is doing 
in the world and  

• to plan for change, renewal, and reformation under the Word of God 
to provide for the administration of the program of the church,  
including employment of non- ordained staff to provide for the 
management of the property of the church 

• to serve in judicial matters in accordance with the Rules of  
Discipline 

• to keep an accurate roll of the membership of the church 

 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 

November, 2020 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

Call to Order 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Establishment of Quorum 
 

Election of Clerk 
 

Report of Nominating Committee 
 

Election of Elders Class of 2024 
 

Election of Trustee (2024) 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Benediction 
 



STATEMENTS OF PERSONAL FAITH 
Candidates for Trustee, Class of 2024 

 
 
 
 

John Parris 
I believe in God the Father, who created the Heavens, the Earth, and all 
of its inhabitants.  I believe that Jesus, God’s son in the flesh, was sent to 
Earth.  I believe that through Christ’s sacrifice, we have all been saved to 
live on into eternity in Heaven.  Jesus is my Lord and Savior.  I believe 
that Christ should be the center of any family and for that reason, I wish 
to be an active member of my church.  Acts 20:35 reminds us that “…It is 
more blessed to give than to receive,” and to that end, I wish to serve my 
church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ray Beale 
I truly believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is my Saviour and that through 
him all sins are forgiven.  I feel that the Lord in all his wisdom has guided 
me through some difficult times.  I believe in the power of prayer and 
what a difference it can make in a person’s life.  I pray that, with the help 
of the Holy Spirit, I can continue to grow in worship and service. 
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Candidates for Elder, Class of 2024 

From the Session 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many thanks to our Nominating Committee who worked so 
hard this year in putting together this years slate of  
officers.  We would like to thank their hard work and  
dedication to this important ministry of the church.   
 
Tom Barrett, Chair 
Lisa Argyrakis 
Donna Parris 
Nancy Wilson 
Ray Beale 
 
 

Listed below is the slate of  officers to be presented 
by the Nominating Committee at the  

Congregational Meeting  
on Sunday, November 8, 2020 

Statements of  Faith for those nominated 
for the office of  Elder is included. 

 
  

Elders  
Class of 2024– Three year term 

Thomas Gillespie 
Susan Mathena 
Kim Meadows 

John David Parris 

 
 

Trustee 
  Class of 2024—Three year term 

Ray Beale 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congregation members are reminded that the Presbyterian way  
allows nominations from the floor for any of the above officers 
(Book of Order, G-14.0202e).  These can be made at the congre- 
gational meeting; however, prior consent of the nominee is required. 

 



 
Thomas E. Gillespie 
The opening affirmation of The Heidelberg Catechism is not simply a favor-
ite, it serves as a summary of my faith statement:  “That I belong-body and 
soul, in life and in death-not to myself but to my faithful Savior, Jesus 
Christ.”  By the grace of the triune God, this gospel message was brought to 
me through the scriptures and through a providential series of witnesses, 
each used by God for my benefit.  I confess that I am not worthy of God’s 
love and continue to be humbled in the knowledge that Christ died for me 
while I was yet a sinner.  With astonished joy at Christ’s resurrection and my 
redemption, I am called to serve as a witness just as others were called on 
my behalf. Specifically, I am called to praise God through my relationships 
with friends and family, to praise God in work tasks, to praise God in song 
and in Church service, and to praise God in ways yet to be revealed.  I rest 
in the assurance from the same Catechism that “He protects me so well that 
without the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my head; 
indeed, that everything must fit his purpose for my salvation.  Therefore, by 
his Holy Spirit, he also assures me of eternal life, and makes me wholeheart-
edly willing and ready from now on to live for him.” 
 
Susan Mathena 
To know that God exists find a quiet spot in nature and revel at His crea-
tion. to know Christ exists feel His touch in the depth of  sorrow or solitude 
or joy. I believe that Christ's guiding hand is with me and has been with me 
my whole life. I have no doubt that His sacrifice makes it possible to live 
eternally and I rejoice! 
 
Kim Meadows 
I believe that keeping Jesus Christ at the center of my life ensures that my 

actions will be rooted in love, joy, compassion, kindness, generosity, and 

faithfulness.  The adherence to my belief in the Trinity has been strength-

ened by my witnessing of the work of the Holy Spirit through ordinary peo-

ple, and the acknowledgement that God became flesh in Jesus Christ, so He 

is one with God.  I believe in the forgiveness of sins through Christ’s death 

on the cross and His resurrection, giving hope and reassurance in the com-

mitment to better ourselves.  
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