
First Presbyterian Church, Danville, VA   
Morning Worship—July 19, 2020 

         16th Sunday in Ordinary Time            
As the chimes ring in the worship hour,  

we invite people to enter a time of personal reflection and congregational worship. 

***Please note:  There will be no congregational singing at this time.*** 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                                                          

PRELUDE                                           “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                              arr. Gordon Young                                                                                                    

INVOCATION                                                   

Almighty God, from whom cometh every good and perfect gift, and who pourest out upon all who desire it the   

gift of grace and supplication, deliver us, when we draw nigh unto Thee, from coldness of heart and wanderings of 

mind, that with steadfast thoughts and kindled affections we may worship Thee in spirit and in truth; through Je-

sus Christ our Lord.  Amen.      

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                 “God the Omnipotent!” 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Almighty and most merciful Father; We give Thee praise and hearty thanks for all Thy mercies; For Thy goodness 

that hath created us; Thy bounty that hath sustained us; Thy Fatherly discipline that hath corrected us; Thy pa-

tience that hath borne with us; And Thy love that hath redeemed us.  Grant unto us with Thy gifts a heart to love 

Thee; And enable us to show our thankfulness for all Thy benefits; By giving up ourselves to Thy service; And 

delighting in all things to do Thy blessed will; Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty and most merciful Father; We have erred and strayed from Thy ways like lost sheep.  We have followed 

too much the devices and desires of our own hearts.  We have offended against Thy holy laws.  We have left un-

done those things which we ought to have done; And we have done those things which we ought not to have 

done; And there is no health in us.  But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders.  Spare Thou 

those, O God, who confess their faults, Restore Thou those who are penitent; According to Thy promises de-

clared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord.  And grant, O most merciful Father, for His sake; That we may 

hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life; To the glory of Thy holy name.  Amen.    

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.  He hath not dealt with us after our 

sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.  As the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy to-

ward them that fear him.  As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.  

Amen. 

 

 

 



MUSIC MEDIATION                                          “Doxology”                                                           arr. Mark Hayes 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Matthew 5:1-12 & 43 and Luke 14:7-11 

 

SERMON:                                                        “The Rule of Three”                                                            Jay Hayes 

 

HYMN OF PROMISE                        “God Is Working His Purpose Out”              

 

BENEDICTION 

BENEDICTION RESPONSE                    “Make Me a Blessing” 

 

 “Make Me a Blessing” 
 
Out in the highways and byways of life, many are weary and sad; 
carry the sunshine where darkness is rife, making the sorrowing glad. 
 
Give as 'twas given to you in your need, love as the Master loved you; 
be to the helpless a helper indeed, unto your mission be true. 
 

“God the Omnipotent!” 
 
God the Omnipotent! King, who ordainest, thunder Thy clarion, the lightning Thy sword; 
Show forth Thy pity on high where Thou reignest: Give to us peace in our time, O Lord. 
 
God the All-provident! Earth by Thy chastening, yet shall to freedom and truth be restored; 
Through the thick darkness Thy Kingdom is hastening: Thou wilt give peace in Thy time, O Lord. 

“God Is Working His Purpose Out” 

God is working His purpose out as year succeeds to year: 

God is working His purpose out, and the time is drawing near; 

Nearer and nearer draws the time, the time that shall surely be, 

When the earth shall be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea. 

March we forth in the strength of God, with the banner of Christ unfurled, 

That the light of the glorious gospel of truth may shine throughout the world: 

Fight we the fight with sorrow and sin to set their captives free, 

That the earth may be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea. 

Note:  There are several different versions of the story behind our benediction response today. One thing that is clear, is that George 

Schuler and Ira B. Wilson did know each other at some point in their lives and were both affiliated with the Moody Bible School (now 

known as the Moody Bible Institute) in Chicago, Illinois. What is known is that by the time the hymn was used at the International Sun-

day School Convention in Cleveland, Ohio, Mr. Wilson had forgotten he wrote the words. Dedicated to the “Moody Memorial Church 

Choir”, the hymn “Make Me a Blessing” was officially published in 1924, and may have been composed as early as 1909. The lyrics were 

written by Ira B. Wilson and the music by George Schuler. 


