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Friends, 

When it comes to raising money in the church, there are legions of resources and tips 
that have been passed down from pastor to pastor over the years.  One strategy, which 
I have not put into practice with you until this year, is the scheduling of Commitment 
Sunday on the same day that we “fall back” from Daylight Savings Time to Standard 
Time.  The theory is that the extra hour of sleep will result in increased attendance and 

better moods, inspiring the congregation to pledge beyond its wildest dreams.   

I am not sure if I believe that.  I think most folks already have a pretty good idea of what they’re going to 
pledge by the time they get to worship on Commitment Sunday, and if not, then they can always mail their 
pledge card to the church or drop it in the offering plate another Sunday.  If there are any advantages to 
our having Commitment Sunday a week earlier this year, then they are that our service will be on the radio 
and that there is an extra week afterward to receive pledges and tweak the 2017 budget.  The extra sleep is 
just a bonus. 

As the Stewardship Committee has already indicated (see their letter inside this newsletter), you have been 
remarkably consistent in your giving this year, and you have given the Finance Committee and Session the 
confidence to increase our missions budget and be optimistic about the coming year.  I know that we will 
come through once again with our pledges, and that those who choose not to pledge will still be faithful in 
giving.  Therefore, Commitment Sunday should be an opportunity to enjoy an hour of sleep, come to 
Sunday school and worship well rested, and worship God together. 

It will also be a chance to enjoy another Bible passage from 1 Peter, which is always a good place to go for 
encouragement in the midst of a tumultuous and uncertain world.  Peter reminds us that God has called 
us together and given us gifts so that we may be focused on working for Jesus’s sake even when things are 
hard.  This is part of what it means to be “Stewards of God’s Grace.”   

So, I look forward to seeing you on Commitment Sunday and to finishing our short series on 1 Peter the 
following week.  After that, we will be heading toward the Thanksgiving holiday and then the first Sunday 
of Advent, which is technically the start of the new worship year.  It may be hard to believe that 2016 is 
already done, but the church calendar has less than a month left in it! 

As far as the rest of November is concerned, we have two great Wednesday Night Supper presentations 
lined up, with Dr. Ralph Hawkins presenting on archaeology on November 2 and Dr. Jay Hayes speaking 
about the Protestant Reformation on November 16.  Also, please take note that the Community Thanks-
giving Service is on Monday, November 21, at St. Luke’s United    
Methodist Church. 

Thank you for your generosity—past, present, and future—and I look 
forward to seeing you at all these wonderful events in November! 

In Christ, 

Allen  
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November begins a busy church season.  Check your personal calendar and write in these important 

church activities, both routine and special seasonal events! 

  jackson@fpcdanville.com  792-7822 
 

Youth Group:  Nov. 2, 9, 16, 30 
No Youth Group on November 23 
November 6: We will have a Youth Summer 
Mission Trip Meeting following the worship ser-
vice. We will meet in Room 109 (Westminster Rm). 
This meeting is for Middle and High School aged 
youth and their parents. 
Nov. 18-20: Fall Retreat to Myrtle Beach 
Nov. 26: Lunch Ministry 10:45 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

CHILDREN’S  ACTIVITY  
 

Contact Jackson for details: 
jackson@fpcdanville.com  792-7822 ext 3 

 
 

Bible Club Nov. 2 and 16: 6-7:30 p.m. 

Be on the lookout for information regarding     

rehearsals for Christmas Eve Service. 

Chapel Time 
Wednesdays, 12:15 pm 

A brief mid week time for prayer and worship  

Family Night Suppers  Join us for 
another exciting month of food, fel-
lowship and learning. 
Save the Dates! 
Wednesday, Nov 2 - Covered 
Dish.  Everyone who is attending is 
asked to bring either an entrée or a 
side dish.  Dessert and drinks will be 
provided.  

Program: Ralph Hawkins - Associate Professor of  
Religious Studies at Averett University 
 
Wednesday, Nov. 16 - Menu to be in Sunday Bulletin  
preceding dinner.  
Program: Jay Hayes - Professor of History, Chair of the 
Department of History and Political Science at Averett 
University, and First Presbyterian Church Member  will be 
teaching on the Reformation.  
Tickets are $7 per person with a family maximum of $21.  
Please pay in the juice room before or after church or call 
the church office to reserve a spot and pay at the door. 

Special Thanksgiving Events 
The Community Thanksgiving Service will be 

held at St. Luke's United Methodist Church,    
3090 North Main Street, Danville, VA,  

Monday, November 21 at 7 PM. 
 
The Saturday Lunch  
Thanksgiving meal will be served 
on November 19th.  We need a lot 
of help to prepare and serve our 
regular Saturday guests plus some!  
See sign up sheets in Dunglinson-
Roberts (and attached to the  
electronic newsletter) or call Susan Mathena to 
sign up to help.  

Stewardship News 
Commitment Sunday is Nov 6, 2016 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 
as good stewards of God’s varied grace: 1 Peter 4:10 
We have been blessed with many gifts. Please be in  

prayer for this Stewardship Season as we plan how we 
will be Stewards of God’s Grace 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 

City Wide Gathering 

Friday, November 4th 10:30 am  Salvation Army 

Want to help decorate the church for 
an hour with Advent wreaths? We will 
meet on Monday, November 21st at 11 
a.m. in the Sanctuary. THANK YOU! 



 

 Opportunities to serve and share 
Prayers and Praises 

Pray for: Kevin Bailey, Chuck Bolt, Pat Bolt, Alice & Randy Bradshaw, Beth Brown, Bill Brown, 

Claire Campbell, Nelson R. Clark, R. L. Clifton, Sarah Fisher (Sally Clark's Mother),  Betty Fitzgerald, 

Fred Gunn, Christina Hermetz (Kelsey Thompson’s sister), Tim Hooker, Kay Huggins (son -in-law of 

Thomas and Alice Saunders), Conner Jones, Jana Keen and family, Angela Langford, Larry Mann, 

Larry Miller, Debbie Perrin Neal, Lee Norman, Greg Nunley, Ken Obye, Ella Ryan,  Ethel Sakellaris, 

Alice Saunders, Lynn Saunders, Mary Ann Shelton  

Our VIPs: Anne Banks, Ruby Crowell, Maude Dalton, Rev. Cecil Eanes, Clarence Edmunds, Bill Erwin, Anne Grier, Lois Hayes, 

Kathy Huggins, Ruth Lawton, Grace Litzenberg, , Malcolm Mallery, Thelma Meadors, Carolyn Miles, Alex Mitchell, A. B. Motley, 

Linda Terriberry, Nultie Wiseman  

ON THE MEND--(Praise & Gratitude for improved condition) Ann Banks, Kelvin Gunn, Grace Litzenberg, Thomas Peyton Ma-

haffey, Russell Vandiver  

All of the Caregivers.  

For those who have lost loved ones: Ina Ingram on the loss of her brother, Richard Russell; the family of Ken Meadors: Helen 
Meadors, Carter Meadors, and Whitney Meadors Morrison 
 

Lunch Ministry 
WHAT: Serving a hot lunch to the community 
every Saturday 

WHEN: Every Saturday; volunteers work from 
10:30 am –1:00  pm.  Lunch is served at 11:30 am 

WHO: Different groups are in charge each week, 
EXTRA HELP IS ALWAYS APPRECIATED 
AND OFTEN NEEDED;  Cooking, clean up, 
greeting, bible study, just chatting with our guests 

November 5: FPC’s Women’s Evening Circle 
November 12: Westover Baptist Youth 
November 19: Annual Thanksgiving Dinner FPC 
hosts See sign up sheet  
November 26: FPC’s Youth 

*denoted length of time on prayer list.   
Contact the church office with requests & updates. 792-7822. Confidentiality is respected, of course 

TRUTH HOUSE  

Your Missions Committee is also supporting Cross 
Road Christian Counseling with goods for their 

Truth House. See the box in the Sutherlin Entrance 
with their needs written on note cards; your gifts are 

truly needed and appreciated 

The Back Pack Weekend         

Program is starting again. FPC 

will be responsible for packing 

backpacks the 1st Thursday in  

November (3rd). Contact       

Nancy Wilson if you wish to help.  

Sunday Servers: 
We have some great members who already serve in 
this capacity,  and I know we have more that can offer 
their assistance.  If you feel called to serve as a   
Liturgist, do a Children's Chat, and/or be a Sound  
System Operator,  please let Brenna Takata know 
at brenna5008@gmail.com or call the church office 
and let Christy know.  

Opportunities for the Season 
Nov 19: Thanksgiving Meal for Saturday Lunch 
Program-  see sign sheet for donations and duties 
 
Nov 21: 11:00 am Decorating the Sanctuary 
 
Angel Tree Ministry: Throughout  November and 
December-  contact Marie Louise Crane 

mailto:brenna5008@gmail.com
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Sunday servers and sharers 
Flowers on the Reredos 

 

The flowers are placed in the sanctuary on Sunday to the praise and glory of God and… 

November 6–  In memory of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Jackson Barrett and Mr. Harry   
 Denton Ireson, Sr. and in honor of Iris Martin Ireson by Tom and Ava Barrett. 

November 13– In loving memory of Faye and Holt Whitt by the Robert H. Whitt, Jr. family 

November 20– In loving memory of Catherine Cuttle and Bob, by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cuttle  

  and Mr. and Mrs. Parks Newby. 

November 27– In loving memory of Kent's mother, Neva E. Shelton, by Diane and Kent Shelton.   

*Open dates are available for sponsoring flowers.  For information please contact Rebecca Atkinson at 
434-203-1666.     rebeccaatkinson@comcast.net  
 

After the service, flowers are distributed to those persons on our prayer list or as directed by the sponsor. 
In charge of this month’s distribution:  Evening Circle 

Serving this month November 2016 

 Nursery/ 
 Sunday School 

Younger class  Older class Children’s Chat  Liturgist 

6 Leigh Blount, 
Marissa Meadors 

Whitney and Catie 
Clarke 

Lisa Argyrakis, Lia 
Argyrakis 

Tom Gillespie 6 Gail Gunn 

13 Ava Barrett Karan Johnson, 
Gwen Baucom 

Carolyn Baker, Kathy  
Machado 

Whitney Clark 13 Trevor Brown 

20 Kim Clifton, 
Diane Shelton 

Kathy Dolianitis, 
TBA 

Laura Jones,  
Erin Parris 

Joyce Perez 20 Joyce Perez 

27 Harriet Beale Rebecca Atkinson, 
Chris Moore 

Sara Weller, Jennifer 
Stowe 

Erin Parris 27 Ina Ingram 

Children’s Sunday Activities 

 Friendship: Deacons*, Elder  Sat Lunch Deacon, Elder 

6 *Ava Barrett, David Parris, C. B. Strange 
CAKE SUNDAY 

5 David Parris, Thor Wright 

13 *David Swann, Kathy Dolianitis, Eddie Blount 12 Tom Barrett 

20 *Becky Meadema, John Parris, Gene Hayes 19 Harriet Beale, Bob Newnam 

27 *Kent Shelton, M-L Crane, Gary Wimer 26 Susan Mathena, Ina Ingram 

 Elders-Front Door Sound System Ushers* 

6 Ina Ingram Sam Meadema Team 1 

13 C. B. Strange Ray Beale Team 2 

20 Jay Hayes C. B. Strange Team 3 

27 Gene Hayes Dick Stoakley Team 4 

Monthly Duties 

Collections: David Parris 

Flowers: Evening Circle 

   Communion:  November 13 

Joan Reynolds, Dave Zook 

*Deacon on call for visitation  

*Team leader may ask someone to help with ushering 



 

 
Christian   

Education 

Opportunities to Study the Word 
Class: rm; leader; study or statement, time 

 
Youth and Adult Sunday School: 9:45-10:40 am  

 Youth (middle and high school): rm 112; Jackson Weller; uses the scripture to be used in the week’s    
sermon to prepare for worship 

 Outlook: rm 322; Jay Hayes, Tom Barrett, Bob Newnam, Kent Shelton, Whitney Clarke;  
 Seekers: rm 109; Joyce Perez; “Feasting the Word” 
 Bible Fellowship: Library; Linda Copeland;  Common Sense and The Gospel (A study of the Wisdom Books)  
 Children’s Sunday School ages Kindergarten through 5th grade have a  Sunday School lesson during 

the Children's Extended Time (mid-worship approximately 11:15-12:00). The lessons follow the Liturgi-
cal Calendar, bringing to life the stories and lessons that are the foundation for our Christian faith  

 K-2: rm 304; see  pg 7 for instructors 
 Gr 3-5: rm 306; see  pg 7 for instructors 
 Toddlers and infants: care is provided during the Sunday School and Worship hours 

Men of  the Church 

Breakfast and fellowship 
 

November 19 at 8:00 am 
Overbey Fellowship Hall. 

All men are invited!! 
Please join us as we continue our study 

about Paul. 

                Monday November 7,  2016 
Coordinating Council will meet at 10:00 

am in Room 108 
Presbyterian Women’s Thanksgiving Luncheon at 
noon. 
Evening Circle Bible Study: 7:00 pm at the home 
of Gwen Baucom,  310 Sutherlin Place  797-9302 

 

Presbyterian Women 

Children’s Ministry: 

Don’t forget Sunday School is every Sunday following the Children’s Chat!!! 

Committee meetings  
 Diaconate: (Susan Mathena, Chair); Tuesday, November 1, 6 pm  (first Tuesday) 

 Property: (Tom Barrett, Chair); Tuesday, November 1,  7:00 pm (first Tuesday) 

 Worship Committee: (Brenna Takata, Chair); Sunday, November 6,  9:00 am (first Sunday) 

 Session: (C.B. Strange, Clerk); Tuesday, November 8, 7:00 pm   (second Tuesday)  Session meetings are al-

ways open to members wishing to attend. 

 VIP: (Pat Argyrakis, Chair); Monday, November 14,  11:00 am ( second Monday) 

 Missions: (Gary Wimer, Chair), Sunday, November 20, 9:00 am (third Sunday) 

 Christian Education (CE):  Monday,  November 21, 4:30 pm    (third Monday)  

 Membership: (Chris Moore); Monday, November 28, 6:30 pm  (last Monday) 

 Stewardship : Monday, November 14, 6:00 pm 

The Women’s Bible Study “The Armor of God” by Pricilla Shirer continues on Wednesdays at 4:30 
pm in the parlor.  The study includes daily self study and a weekly video. The video sessions range    
anywhere from 20 to 40 minutes. If you plan to participate in this study, please obtain the study guide. 
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Celebrating our family 

VIP OF THE WEEK 
 

Please remember our VIPs in prayer each week and  
drop them a card or note to let them know how much they are loved 

 
Nov 6 Charles Cuttle 263 Southland Dr. Danville, VA 24541 

Nov 13 Lib Cuttle 263 Southland Dr. Danville, VA 24541 

Nov 20 Charlotte Lowther 345 Mowbray Arch Danville, VA 24541 

Nov 27 . A.B. Motley 480 West Main Street Apt. A3 Danville, VA 24541  

Many thanks to our VIP committee who selflessly visit our VIPs.  It takes a special calling to help those who can 
no longer get to church on a regular basis still feel like they are a vital part of the church family, as indeed they are.  
Thank you VIP committee members.  

Birthdays This 
Month: 

Want your anniversary listed?  Or if we have missed your b-day this year, call Marie-Louise at 770-0136   
or email mlinusa@comcast.net    

Celebrate with us on the first 
Sunday in the juice room with 

birthday cake–  
before and after worship 

2 Hampton Wilkins 
2 William Wright 
8 Alex Walthall 
8 Nathan Brown 
11 Donna Fowlkes 
12 Jim Pritchett 

12 Kent Shelton 
13 Becky Meadema 
13 Joyce Perez 
14 Joan Reynolds 
17 Julia Gregson 
17 Helen Meadors 

20 Ruth Meadors 
24 Dale Haley 
25 Lisa Argyrakis 
27 Beth Brown 
29 Stone Sherman 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
18 Gwen & Ed Baucom 
20 Diane & Kent Shelton 
28 Carolyn & Fred Baker 
30 Pat & Ted Argyrakis 

Thank you so much to those who 
have been able to help bring Pat & 

Chuck Bolt a meal in the past 
months. They still need our help and 

would love your visit. 
Check in online (www.takethemameal.com, the 
Bolts, password : PatnChuckB) to sign up or call  

Marie-Louise Crane at 434-770-0136 to pick a date. 

A note from your Membership Committee...If you are in need of a ride to church on Sunday or to other 
church activities, please contact the church office.  We'll make sure you get to your activity! 

We are a church family with many gifts and talents ready to share, but sometimes we don’t share our 
needs.  If you have a need, call on YOUR church family to help.  We are here to celebrate with and help 
and support one another. Christy in the church office can put you in touch with the right person or  you 
can call a church officer.  

Thank you,  Frank and Paige Wiseman 
For hosting the annual church picnic at  

Grenadier farm.  Good times were had by all ! 



 

 
On Monday, November 7,  

The Day Circle will host the  

Thank Offering Luncheon  

for Presbyterian Women  

in Overby Hall at 12:00 p.m. 

Guest speaker will be  

Stacey Wilson  

(Nancy’s  

Granddaughter).  

There is no charge for the  

luncheon.  

Please plan to attend. 

The annual Church Christmas  

Breakfast sponsored by the 

Outlook  Sunday School Class 

will be on  

December 11 at 9 a.m.  

Everyone is invited to attend this  

wonderful time of  food and 

worship together. 

The Wednesday Club is sponsoring Eben   

Alexander as luncheon speaker at the Danville 

Golf  Club on Tuesday, April 4, 2017. Dr.       

Alexander is the neurosurgeon who experienced 

a near-death  episode (NDE) during a nine-day 

coma from a rare illness. He believes his calling 

is telling others about the reality of  God and of  

Heaven as he learned from his “journey.” It 

moved him from being an agnostic to being a 

believer. His two books,  

Proof  of  Heaven and The Map of  Heaven, tell of  

this experience. 

Requests for tickets to use as Christmas gifts 

made them available this early. They are $35 

each and are limited to the 

number of  spaces available in 

the dining room. For tickets 

or more  information, see 

Jeanne   Nostrandt or phone 

her at 793-1997.  If  no        

answer, please leave a       

message. 
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Friends, 

This past Wednesday, the Finance Committee made its annual report of the church’s financial status and 
prospective budget for the upcoming year.  Even though the presentation was similar to previous years’ 
presentations—i.e., a general overview of church finances—you might have noticed one major difference:  

We are on pace with the budget!   

There are a number of factors for this, but the primary one is your consistent generosity.  While it has helped 
to have a reduced and balanced budget this year, the most remarkable factor in our current financial status is 
the consistency that you have shown in your giving.  It is common—even expected—for churches to fluctu-
ate in income throughout the year and to lag behind the budget until the very last minute.  In 2016, however, 
you have been steady with your contributions, allowing the Finance Committee and Session to have confi-
dence in setting the budget for 2017.   

That budget will include an increase in missions giving and some adjustments where our committees have 
found ways to cut costs.  Aside from the simple details of the budget, however, your consistency and gener-
osity have shown optimism in another area: God’s continued work through the life and ministry of First 
Presbyterian Church!  The ability to plan and be confident in budgeting is a significant way that a church can 
express its health and its faith in God’s provision. 

Needless to say, we would still love to close 2016 with a flourish.  Beyond December, we would also like for 
our 2016 experience to become the rule rather than the exception.  For this reason, we ask you to make fi-
nancial pledges so that we may better forecast our capacity to supply and serve in the various ways that God 
has called us.   

Our stewardship verse for this year, 1 Peter 4:10, addresses that desire: “Each of you should use whatever 
gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” 

As “Stewards of God’s Grace,” we acknowledge that God is the giver of gifts both great and small.  Wheth-
er we are contributing time, talents, or treasure, we know that God has provided us with them so that we 
ourselves may be put to His use.  Confident in this truth, we are no longer constrained by scarcity, but are 
able to adopt a perspective of abundance: seeing new opportunities to reach out and join the Holy Spirit in 
Christ’s work around us.      

On November 6, we will begin submitting our financial pledges for the coming year.  You may place your 
pledge card in the offering plate or mail it to the church office at your convenience.  Thank you again for 
your wonderful generosity in 2016, and please prayerfully consider the ways that God is calling you to stew-
ard His gifts through our church.   

In Christ, 

The Stewardship Committee 

Commitment Sunday is  

November 6.  

Don’t forget to turn in your pledge 

card or mail it to the office.  

The mailing address is 

First Presbyterian Church 

937 Main Street 

Danville VA 24541 



 

  

 
Angel Tree Ministry Dates :  

Tree will be ready for the pickin’ before Thanksgiving’s Sales 
on Sunday, November 20th  
and the Party will be held  

Saturday, December 17th from 2-4.    

 Thank you to all who made the 9th annual Danville 
Area Crop Hunger Walk a great success. We raised 

$16,000 and could not have done it without our       
Corporate Sponsors and our walkers and donors.  

Go team First Pres !    

Changes in prayer and praise list 
Prayer requests for church members,  
family and community members will 
ALWAYS be welcome and  
encouraged. But because our prayers 
should be meaningful and relevant, 

there are some changes to the list.  Some people have acute needs and appreciate the short term  
prayers during their  crisis; others are suffering from chronic long term conditions which need our  
persistent petitions; still others are cherished members of our church family and should always be  
lifted up to our Creator. In addition, we want to acknowledge the losses of loved ones as well as the 
joy that comes from answered prayer. 
The * after a name denotes the length of time that a person has been on the prayer list.  If one needs 
to be on the list longer than 4 weeks, simply notify the church office and the name will be listed for 
another 4 week period. Please keep the church office or a church officer informed of your prayer 
needs.  You can also complete a prayer request card found in the pews and place in the collection plate 
on Sundays.  

Our thanks to Nick Argyrakis, Eddie Blount, 

and Barry Cutright for your help with cooking 

at the Church Picnic! 



 

If you prefer to receive a paper copy of the newsletter, please contact Susan Mathena 434-770-3655 11 

Thanksgiving Dinner  

for Saturday Lunch Ministry 

NEEDS LIST 

Sign up on Master List in Dunglinson Roberts or 

 Contact Susan: susan.mathena@gmail.com   770-3655 

Date Sat, Nov 19    Serve time 11:30 am   

Expect about 100 guests 

 

Prep day: 4 people needed on Friday Nov 18  Time to be determined  (2-3 hours):  Sort and 

prep food already brought in.    

 

Cooks / Servers  6-8 needed  Meal day arrive 9am to 12:00 pm:   cook meal Will serve kitchen 

side. 

Kitchen Clean up: 4 needed  11:30-1;00 pm   clean kitchen 

 

Dining room set up: 3-4 needed –3-4 needed to set tables day before or early morning 

 

Wait Staff- 12-15 needed: 11:15-1:00pm 

  All wait tables and clean dining room area. 

 

Lunch Ministry funds will be providing: Green beans, Sweet potatoes, Cranberry Sauce, gravy and 

bread. Other dishes are welcome and will be utilized! 

 

FOOD DONATIONS 

Hams (4-6) and Turkeys: (9-10 breast) 

The meats should be brought cooked, sliced and placed in containers which do not have to be  

returned.  Will be heated the morning of  at church 

 

Macaroni and Cheese  need 8-10:  each should serve 12-15 people  

 

Dessert  (one dish should serve 6-8: (12-15 desserts are needed) 

 

This is a most rewarding day for those who have served our lunch ministry participants.  They 

look to the day as well.  We appreciate any and all help. 



 

 
First Presbyterian Church 

937 Main Street 

Danville, VA 24541-1809 Office Hours  Mon– Thurs 8:30 am - 3:00 pm 

Phone: (434) 792-7822 

Fax: (434) 792-7832 

Website: www.fpcdanville.com 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Check out the website http://fpcdanville.com/ 

Attention 
If you have information for the Sunday bulletin, please provide it to Christy Edgar at office@fpcdanville.com by 
the preceding Tuesday.  If you would like an insert to be printed and included in the bulletin, please request it at 

least 10 days in advance.  Thank you! 

We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing; 

He chastens and hastens His will to make known. 

The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing. 

Sing praises to His Name; He forgets not His own. 

mailto:office@fpcdanville.com

